Chapter 1




Indtan Socisty

Lme impartant sense, Seciology 1= unbke asy cther subject that you may
have spudied. It 13 s subject in which oo ons =tarts from zero — evervons
alrzady knows somsthing about socisty. Other sulijects are learat because
theyare taught (st scheel, at home, or elsewhere]; but much of our knowiadgs
about society is acquired without explicit t=aching, Becauss it 1ssuch an
integral part of the process of growing up, knowledge about society seems to
e aoquired “naturally” or “sutomancally®. Ho child i3 expscted o already
know something about History, Geography, Fsychology or Economics when
they come to schaol But =vén g =ix yesr old slready kacws samethingabout
snu::=:5-aud social Fel-ﬂl.EﬂEhip:. it ie 1l the mors trus then that. as young
cighteen year ald aduits, vou know a Iot about the socisty you kive in withowut
aver Havme smudied 1T,

This prior knowledse or famibanty with socety 1= both an advantage and &
disadvantags for'seciology, the dizcipline thet smdies'socisty. Tha a:lr.-antage
1= that students sre generally not afraid of Socclogy — they feel'that it can't be
nﬂﬁl:uml subject to l2arm. The dizadvantage is that this pnﬂr knowledze can
bea probiem —inorderto laﬁmﬂnmlagy wenesd o " u.r_'llﬂhﬂ:‘.. whst we already
know about society. 1m fact, the ininal stags of learning Sociclogy consists
mainiy of such unlearning. Thisis necessary becauss our prior knowiedgs
‘about socisty < our common senss— is arguired from & particulsr viewpoint
Thiz iz the viswpoint of the =ocial gﬂ:mpand the soris! emmaronment that W= are
socialisad tnto. Our socil context mapﬂmnpmsm belisfe and expeciatons
shout society and social relations. These beliefs are not necessarily wrong.
thouch they can be. The problem is that they are ‘partial’ The word parusl
wwhaing used hars tn two different Ssness — incomplets [the opposits of whals|,
and bisssd |the oppesite of iimpartial]. So cur ‘unlsarnt’ knowlsdge or common
z=nzes ususally sllows us to sse only s part of socisl reality; morsover. itis lishils
tohe tﬂmdfnwnrdsmamwpmnu E.ﬂd.mttrt':sn ﬁim.u' own =ocial group.

What may be of sven more interest 1o vou is.that socielogy can show vou what
youlook like to athers: it canteach you how to lock at yourself from the outside’,
‘soto-spedk. Thiz iz called ‘s=lf- ~reflexivity’, or sometimes just reflexivity. This
1= ths ability to raffect upon Foursslf, © tarn back Four gaze |which i= ususlly
d.tmf.:-d sutwsed] bask towards vourseli But th.iE self-inepection must be
crm_'“al'—lE. 1ts!:mu1:! be guick to mumseaﬂd sinwmpfmamsgi!

A cemparsble social map would tell you where you are located in society:
For example as:a seventsen or sighteea year old, you belong to ths sooal
groug calisd “young peeple’. Pszeple yourage or younger account for-abput
forty per cent of Indis’s populstion. You might belong to a-particulss regmna]
or linguistic commumity, such asa Cujaran speaker from Gujaratora Talugu
=pzaker from Andhrs Pradesh. Depending on ww&mimu;mmnand
your femily income, you would alzo be a member of an economic class, such
a5 lower middls class orupper class. You could bs a'member of a particulsr
relipipns community, A caste or tribe, or other such secial group. Each of
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thess idontities would lofaie vou on & =ocial map, and emong & Wwst of secisl
ralstionships. Sooiology t=lls you about what linds of groups or groupings
there are in somety, what their relanonshige are to each other, and what this.
mizhr mesn in teeme of vorr own Jife.

Bursocwlogy can do more than simply help o locate you or others in this
simple ssnze of dsscribing the places of different social groups. As C.Wright
Wills, e wrellFlnown American eacinlogizt hies written, tomolorr can help vou to
magp the links and connectinns between “perzons] tronbles” and “zocial issussT.
Ey perzonal rrouibles Mills means the kinds of mdrvidual yorres, problems or
concerns that sveryone has. S0 forexample, vou mey be unhappy sboutthe
way 2lders in vour family traat vou or how your brothisrs, sistersz or frrends trest
vou. You may be worried about Four futurs-and whiat sort of job you might
pet, Othér aepscts of your indirvidy st idennity may be sources of prids, tansion,
confidence or embarrassment in different wavs: Dut all of thess are shout ons
perzon and denye meaning from thee personsheed perepective. A socal 1=sus,
on the other hand, s about large groups and notabout the indindualz-who
maksa theim ap '

Thig £ntirs book = mesnt to introduce you to Indan scbicty fremm &
sociological rather than common senss point of vieWw. What can be saud by way
of anintroduction to this introduchon? Perhaps it Wonld be appgropaiat= st thas
point 10 indicats io advence the larger grocesses thet were aiwork in shaping
indian sociery, processesthat youwill encounter i desil inthe pages to follow.

NEW OF THIS Book -

Irs thiz, the first of two textbooks on sooiglogy, you will be introduped to the
basic stnictues of Indan sogiety. (TChesscond texthpolk wall be fomzssed an the
specifics of soctal change and deavelopmentin Indis |

We begm with a discussion of the-demosraphic structurs of the Indian
population (Chapter 2]. As you know, Indis-is currently the-sscond most
poplilous country m the wWorld, and in & ew decades i= projecied o overiaks
Chins sand become the mos? populous countyy in the world: What are the wars
in which sociologisteand demographers study a population? Which aspects of
the population are gocmily signdicant. and what has besn happsnimg on thess
frontein the [ndidn cage? Is'our population simplr snabatacle to developmesnit,
or c&n it also be'sesn 83 helping devalopment in some ways? Thesears toms
of th= gqu=stions that this chapter triss to tackls,

in Chapter 3, we r=visit the basic bulding blocks of Indian society 15 the
form of the institutions of caste, tnibe and family. As a unique feature of the
indian subconunent, casts has alwayz atrrscied = ot of acholarly attention.
How hasz this institution befen chaaging over the csatusizs, aad whst does
caste really msan toeiay? What 1s th= context in which the concept of ke
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was introducsd info Indis? What sorte of communites are tribes suppos=d o
be, and what 1= at stake in defining them 83 =uch? How do mbai communities
define themselves in contemporary India? Finally, the family as an institution
has also been subjectad to tremendouz pressure in thess tmes of rapid and
intsnse eoeis! changs. What changes do we fee 1n the diverse forms of the family
that =xist inl India? Br sddressine questions like these, Chapter 3 builds the
base for looking st fitrther sspecie of Indisn sociaty which would pre-suppose
casts, tribe and family.

Chapter 4 explores the soce-culnirs! dimensions of the marker a= a powearful
mnstitution that has been the vehicls of change throughout world hustory, Given
‘that the most sweeping and rapid sconomic chanpes were brought sbout first
by colonislism and then by developmesital policies, thiz chagier looks at how
markets of diffsrent kinds have svolvad in India, and the chain rzastions they

Among the features of our society that have been the causs of greatest
concern sre its scemingly unhmited capacity for gemeratieg mneguslity and
exclusion. Chagter 5 is devoted to this important subjest. Chaptsr 5 looks at
ineguahty and sxslusion in the contExt of caste, tribs, gender and the 'dissbied’.
Nutorious as anmmmﬂnamlmim and injustice, the caste syztem has been
the otject of concerted mﬂtnpu by the stats and by the oppresssd castes o
reform or even abolish it. What are the concrate problems and issuss that this
stcempt faced? How successful have movements to resisrcasts suclusion besn
in our recent past? What have been the spacial probiemeiof tribal movements?
In whit context sre tribs! identities reasserting themselves todsy™ Similar
gu=stions mdﬂltwhmthe mnt‘genﬂer reiatione, and the ‘disabled’.
To what sxt=nt is our sodsty responsive to the nseds of the disabled? How
much of an impact has ths women's:movement had on the zooia! institutions

Chapter 6 dealewith the diffienlt shallenpss posad by the immerize diversity
cflndian sociery, This chapter invites us to step cumdeour normal, comforabis
ways of thinking. The familiar chches and slogans about India being a land ::nf
umty in diversiy have s hasd and complax =ide to them, Despite all the faflurse
and inadequacies, India hes not done too badly on this front. What have been
our strengthe-and our weaknesses? How may voung adults face 1ssues biks
coemmuanal conflict, r&guﬂal or limguastic thauvinism, and castsism without
sither wizhing them away or being overwhslm=d by them? Why is it important
Tor ouir colieerive futurs as a mation that sveey minority in India not fesl that
it 19 insecure o7 af nisk?

Finally, m Chapter 7, some sugseztions are pronided for you and vour
teachers  think abour the practical component of Four course. This can'be
quite imt=resting and enjorable; a3 you will discover.
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